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consciousness. It should be remembered, also, that his instruments were not of a high order, according to modern standards.
At Berlin on July 31, 1901, Siiring and Berson attained an altitude of 35,433 feet in the " Preussen " balloon. The temperature at that great altitude was 38 degrees below zero (Fahrenheit).
One of the landmarks in aerostatic literature is the account given by Mason of the famous voyage of the " Great Nassau Balloon/' The voyage made by Mason was under the guidance of the celebrated aeronaut Green, and was organized by Robert Hollond. The proprietors of Vauxhall Gardens had a large balloon in constant use in the gardens, which had been constructed for them by Green. It was the " last word " in ballooning up to that time. It was shaped like a pear, 60 feet high, 50 feet across ; " a form and proportion/' says Mason, " admitted to be most consistent with elegance of appearance, and most adapted to the wants and circumstances of aerostation." Modern ordinary balloons, it should be stated, are, almost without exception, spherical. The Nassau balloon held 85,000 cubic feet of gas, and was able to raise nearly 4,000 pounds, including its own weight, and accessories.
At half-past one o'clock on November 7, 1836, the great balloon rose, and drifted on a north-westerly wind over Kent. When over Canterbury, the aeronauts sent down a letter in a parachute for the mayor. The same thing was done at Dover, and both letters reached their destination.
Over the Channel the travellers attempted to test the new invention of the guide-rope. To provide against the increase of weight due to the humidity of the night atmosphere, they began lowering this rope, with floating ballast attached, But they were then already across the Channel,